THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

honoured President, General Inonu, namely the complete cessation of
all chrome exports to Germany. It is not too much to expect that
the assistance given us in respect of chrome will also shortly be extended
to cover other commodities, the export of which, even if of less import-
ance than chrome, is of material assistance to the enemy. If so, we
shall endeavour to compensate the Turkish people for the sacrifice
which their co-operative action might entail by other means of
importation.

Turkey and Britain have a long history. The Turks entered into
relations with us before the war when things looked very black. They
did their best through difficult times. I have thought it better to put
things bluntly to-day, but I cannot conclude, notwithstanding anything
I have said in criticism, without saying that we hope with increasing
confidence that a still better day will dawn for the relations of Turkey
with Britain and, indeed, with all the great Allies. Always in recent
decades there has been in the Mediterranean a certain tension between
Turkey and Italy on account of Italian ambitions in the Greek Islands,
and also, possibly, in the Adana Province of Turkey. The Turks
could never be sure which way the Italian dictator would turn his
would-be conquering sword. On that score Turkish anxiety has
certainly been largely removed.

The fate of Italy is indeed terrible, and I personally find it very
difficult to nourish animosity against the Italian people. The over-
whelming mass of the nation rejoiced in the idea of being delivered
from the subtle tyranny of the Fascists, and they wished, when
Mussolini was overthrown, to take their place as speedily as possible
by the side of the British and American Annies who, it was expected,
would quickly rid the country of the Germans. However, this did not
happen. All the Italian forces which could have defended Italy had
either been squandered by Mussolini in the African desert or by Hitler
amid the Russian snows, or they were widely dispersed combating,
in a half-hearted way, the patriots of Yugoslavia. Hitler decided to
make great exertions to retain Italy, just as he has decided to make
great exertions to gain the mighty battle which is at the moment at
its climax to the South of Rome. It may be that after the fall of
Mussolini our action might have been more swift and audacious. As
I have said before, it is no part of my submission to the House that no
mistakes are made by us or by the common action of our Allies ; but,
anyhow, here is this beautiful country suffering the worst horrors of
war, with the larger part still in the cruel and vengeful grip of the Nazis,
and with a hideous prospect of the red-hot rake of the battle-line being
drawn from sea to sea right up the whole length of the peninsula.

It is clear that the Germans will be driven out of Italy by the Allies,
but what will happen on the moving battle fronts and what the Germans
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